Inside panel flap (with full page shot of bed):
A small hotel with the ambiance of a country estate

The Property:
The Olema Druids Hall is a small luxury inn situated less than an hour from San Francisco and the Napa-Sonoma wine country. 


The main house features a stunning gathering room with a grand fireplace and French doors that open to a shady brick patio. Intriguing works of art and fine furnishings adore this expansive room. Moss-covered rock pathways, Mediterranean-style walls and a vine-covered gazebo are the foundation of the richly serene garden. 


Perfect for private getaways, the property’s generous layout also makes it an ideal location for family gatherings, group retreats and corporate meetings. 

History
The rich history of the Olema Druids Hall is evident in the building's intricate architectural detailing, coved ceilings and grand entrances. Clearly the patina of time has left its mark.


The United Ancient Order of Druids was a popular fraternity established in England in the late 1700s, and in the United States in 1830. A chapter of this organization constructed the Olema Druids Hall in 1885 and it functioned for many years as a site for meetings and ceremonies. 


After the Olema chapter disbanded in the 1950s, a Marin County resident purchased the building. Years later his son, Robert Cain Jr., inherited the property. Along with business partners from his construction company, he began renovating (omitted “to develop” here) the inn. Throughout the extensive restructuring process, great effort was taken to respect the original elements of the building.


Since the Olema Druids Hall opened its doors, guests have enjoyed an atmosphere where historical integrity mingles with the luxury of modern convenience.


Caption #1: Robert Cain Jr. and his family lived at the Olema Druids Hall during the 1970s.

Caption #2: The Olema Druids Hall, pre-renovation, circa 1950.


INSERTS:

Culinary Retreat:
Visitors to West Marin and the Point Reyes National Seashore have access to an abundance of culinary treasures. This area has become a favorite destination for gourmet travelers as it boasts some of the finest farms and ranches in the country.  Local products include fresh Pacific oysters, olive oil, rustic breads, wine and organic milk, cheese, eggs and produce.

During the 1990s, certified organic cropland doubled in the United States. This progressive trend continues to gain worldwide exposure and popularity and in many ways the farmers and ranchers in West Marin were pioneers in this movement.

In 1994 the Straus family, in the nearby city of Marshall, founded the first organic dairy west of the Mississippi and they now produce 1.7 million gallons of milk a year. 

The wildly popular Cowgirl Creamery in Point Reyes uses Straus milk in the production of their delicious handmade cheeses, which have been featured in prominent magazines such as Martha Stewart Living, Gourmet, and Vogue. (note: Italicized the magazine titles)
At his ranch in Bolinas, Bill Niman raises his famous premium-quality beef and pork - without hormones. These products can be enjoyed in some of the Bay Area’s finest restaurants and purchased in select gourmet markets.

The Olema Druids Hall is an ideal place (removed “from which”)  to enjoy the area’s bounty of edible offerings. We are committed to preserving sustainable and organic agriculture in the community, and we enjoy sharing the pleasures and health benefits of fresh and organic foods with our guests.

We offer customized culinary packages that include guided farm tours, outings to the local farmers market, gourmet picnic lunches, on-site cooking demonstrations and private dinners prepared by a professional chef.


Great attention was also given to the design and creation of three separate fully equipped kitchens on the property.  All are available for catering, cooking classes and private use. 

“We use as many local products as possible,” says innkeeper Ana Anderstein. “Our culinary retreats allow guests to survey the whole process, from the farm to the table.”
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Groups and Retreats:
The Olema Druids Hall is a wonderful location for family gatherings, celebrations, small seminars, workshops and corporate retreats in a luxurious, estate-like setting. 

The property’s expansive layout provides guests ample space for privacy while offering multiple gathering spaces. Groups can comfortably assemble in front of the Main Room’s grand fireplace, on the decks and patios or in the lush gardens. 

There is sleeping room for 12 people. For groups exceeding this number, overflow accommodations can easily be arranged nearby. However, we can accommodate larger groups for day use of the property. 

A range of amenities and services can be provided for groups including audio-visual equipment, two large meeting rooms, daily breakfasts, catered buffets, coffee service and formal dinners prepared by a local chef. The inn also offers a variety of guided tours and outdoor activities with transportation and boxed lunches provided. 

The complete property includes: 
The Main House (2,500 square ft.)
· 3 large guestrooms 
· A luxury one-bedroom suite with living
room, full kitchen and private deck
· 4 1/2 private bathrooms
· Jacuzzi spa tubs
· Laundry facilities
· Grand meeting room
· 2 wood burning fireplaces
· Professionally-equipped country kitchen
· Wet bar with ice machine and wine cooler
· Large front deck
· Rear brick patio (with outdoor heaters
available)
· Vine-covered gazebo

The Separate Cottage (600 square ft.)
· Large bedroom
· Private bathroom
· Double Jacuzzi spa tub
· Double shower
· Living room
· Wood burning fireplace
· Full kitchen
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The Rooms:

The Nest: A tranquil and sunny second floor bedroom. Two large windows provide views of the Olema Valley's rolling hills and tree-lined ridges. This cozy haven features a queen-size bed and a white marble mosaic-tiled bathroom with a large classic shower and a custom-made marble sink. 
 
Olema Bedroom: An amazingly spacious ground floor bedroom with a king-size bed and private access to the front porch and garden. The spa-like bathroom, with its rich celadon-hued tiles and amber marble, has a double Jacuzzi tub with a shower. An additional pedestal sink in the bedroom adds a touch of European sensibility.

Sutro Bedroom: An astounding light-filled room with unique style and charm providing two queen-size beds and double armoires. The retro-inspired bathroom is connected by two large sliding doors made from antique posters of the historic Sutro Baths of San Francisco. Amber-hued marble and bamboo-green tile surround a claw foot tub, shower and custom-made double sinks. 

The Cottage: Separate from the main house, this former wood barn has been transformed into a Japanese style bungalow with exposed wood ceilings and intricate craftsmanship. It features a fully equipped kitchen and a cozy living room heated by an open-hearth fireplace. Shoji pocket doors close off the generous bedroom with a king-size bed. The golden-marble bathroom boasts a large Jacuzzi spa tub with double showerheads. 

The Grand Suite: A luxurious apartment-size suite with sweeping views overlooking the gardens and parklands beyond. Stairs descend from a private deck to the vine-covered gazebo. The richly decorated bedroom has a king-size bed and an additional twin daybed. Its lavish grotto-blue tile and marble bathroom features a double Jacuzzi spa tub with a shower and a custom marble sink. The spacious living room with an antique fireplace is separated from the marble and stainless steel kitchen by an open wall divider.

We serve a delicious continental French-style breakfast, making use of a wonderful array of local and organic goods including daily-baked pastries, fresh milk and cheese. Guests are free to enjoy breakfast in our Main Room, on the patio or in the comfort of their own room. For added comfort in the Cottage and the Grand Suite, a breakfast basket and a newspaper are delivered directly to the door each morning.
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Vita Collage:
At the Olema Druids Hall, classic furnishings, delicate imported curtains and fine linens create splendid surroundings. Plush robes and luxurious bedding cultivate relaxation. At the inn’s design store, Vita Collage, guests have the unique opportunity to acquire these special amenities for their own home.

pull quote: “Many people who stay with us often ask where they can purchase items found in our inn. They are delighted to discover that many of these pieces are available here in our store,” says Victoria Swift, the storeowner and designer of the Olema Druids Hall.

Vita Collage offers an exquisite array of home accessories, custom furniture, French milled soaps, delicate jewelry, European linens, period dishware, and design books. Mixed throughout are unique flea market finds and rare antiques, not to be found at more predictable gift stores.

The shop is charmingly reminiscent of an artful Parisian boutique and has also been equated to a small museum. As one faithful customer said, “It takes me three careful trips around the store to fully enjoy all the creative presentations and arrangements.”

The wonderfully eclectic selections of Vita Collage are a personal statement of Victoria’s discriminating eye and reflect her discernment of quality, elegance and style. The myriad of items at Vita Collage allows guests to take home more than just a memory of their time at the Olema Druids Hall. 
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Amenities and Rates
* Radiant-heated hardwood floors * Soft down comforters and pillows * 300 thread count sheets * Queen or king-size beds * Twin bed options * Color televisions * Full cable access * VCRs * Extensive video library * CD (omitted “player”) stereos * Private phones * Personal voice-mail * Specialty mini-bars * Complimentary French-style breakfast * Unique and stylish décor * Light-filled grand spaces * Soaring 14-foot ceilings * Soothing color palate * International art collection * Large closets * Plush bath robes * Quality toiletries * Hair dryers * Irons and Ironing boards * Double Jacuzzi tubs and wood-burning fireplaces in some rooms * Fully equipped kitchens in Suite and Cottage * Set on an acre of cultivated gardens * Sunny decks and patios *

The Nest  $140 - 195 
1 Queen bed, shower

Olema Room $160 - 225
1 King bed, double Jacuzzi tub and shower

Sutro Room $160 - 225
2 queen beds, claw foot tub with shower

The Cottage $210 - 275
1 King bed, fireplace, double Jacuzzi tub and shower

The Grand Suite $300 – 375
1 King bed and 1 twin day bed, fireplace, double Jacuzzi tub and shower

Rates shown are for single or double occupancy per night and do not include tax. 

An expanded continental breakfast made with many local and organic ingredients is included with your room price. 

A 50% deposit of the total of your stay is due at the time of booking. We accept Visa, MasterCard, cash and check. (omitted the “s” at the end of “check”)

All rooms are non-smoking. No pets are allowed. 

For cancellations made 14 days prior to reserved dates we will refund the deposit less a $25 processing fee. If a cancellation occurs after this time, a rain check for limited dates will be issued, less the $25 processing fee (no deposits will be returned).
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The Surrounding Area:
The Olema Druids Hall is located in close proximity to some of California’s most spectacular countryside. This is California the way it used to be, an area often referred to as an “island in time.” Here, just an hour from San Francisco, guests can enjoy miles of dramatic coastline, expansive beaches, fertile ranchlands and forested ridges. 

The Point Reyes Seashore and Golden Gate Recreation Area – both of which surrounds the property - attract millions of visitors from around the world each year. There is an amazing abundance of activities and outings available to guests. It’s a place where you are encouraged to take in life at a slower pace and experience the joys of country living. 

Hike through forests and fields of wildflowers along the park’s 140 miles of lush trails. Rent a bicycle or ride horseback under the fragrant pines. 

Stop to observe the wildlife. See deer and elk grazing in a clearing, or catch a glimpse of a bobcat or coyote retreating into the bush. 

Swim in the deep blue Pacific Ocean and explore the abundant marine life in the tide pools. Climb down the 300 steps to the Point Reyes Lighthouse and watch California Grey whales as they migrate.


Surf waves that sweep the western shores or paddle a kayak at sundown on the calm waters of Tomales Bay.

Sample the prize-winning Hog Island oysters raised in these pristine waters or picnic on locally produced cheeses and wine on the grassy shore. 


Identify birds from over 470 species that inhabit the coast and visit the nesting sites of great blue heron and egrets.  

Back at the inn, ease yourself into steaming Jacuzzi tub and nestle in bed with a good book. Wake in the morning to fresh pastries and hot coffee, before you head out to experience it all over again. 
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Architecture and Decor
“We faced many challenges in renovating the Druids Hall,” says co-owner Robert Cain. “We wanted to develop a design that would honor the historical integrity of the building while creating fresh and functional spaces.”

The refurbishment was a project of special importance for Robert and his partners James Chenney and Michael Teague of Cove Construction. Robert drew up extensive plans and called upon top craftspeople and material suppliers with whom they had developed solid relationships in their 25 years of building and remodeling residential homes in the Bay Area. 

Exterior additions to the Olema Druids Hall were designed and constructed using up-to-date materials that echoed the original style of the structure. Exterior trim and molding details were carefully reproduced. Concrete garden walls, steps and a gazebo were designed to evoke the feel of a historic Mediterranean villa. 

This blend of old and new was carried to the interior as well. “An important component in the design was our dedication to the idea of understated elegance,” says Victoria Swift, who acted as designer on the project. “I wanted to insure that all the elements worked together and that no single component was overwhelming or distract from the overall vision.”

Subtle paint colors and sumptuous fabrics accent the historic qualities of the building. Stainless steel countertops were specially manufactured to mimic turn of the century details. Tiles and marble were selected with the sensibility of older European hotels. Window, door and cabinet manufacturers were selected based on their ability to build custom products that would compliment the historical details present in each room. Impressive steel and glass walls were constructed to harmonize with the surroundings.

To add to these unique touches, Robert and Victoria included items they picked up during their extensive travels. Plumbing fixtures and hardware were purchased in England. Antique lighting came from Chicago and New York. Furnishings and ornaments were procured from the markets in France and beautiful pocket doors were made from antique posters of the Sutro Baths of San Francisco.

“I am very pleased with the results,” says Robert. “All these details truly create a sense of timeless architectural harmony.” 
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Directions
From the South Bay/San Francisco:
Take Highway 101 North over the Golden Gate Bridge to Marin County.  Exit at Sir Francis Drake Blvd. Stay in the left lane and go under freeway.  Continue for about 20 curvy miles.  See * below. 

From the East Bay:
Take Highway 580 westbound across the San Rafael Bridge.  Exit at Sir Francis Drake Blvd. and follow for about 22 curvy miles. See * below.

From Sacramento/Vallejo:
From Highway 37, exit onto Highway 101 North and take the next exit called Roland Blvd. At the stoplight turn left onto Rowland Blvd. Go three blocks and veer right onto S. Novato Blvd. (it will become Novato Blvd.) and follow it for 15-20 minutes through residential areas and into rural farmland. At the stop sign, turn left onto the Pt. Reyes-Petaluma Road.  At the bridge continue straight ( becomes Platform Bridge Road).  At the next stop sign (4 miles) turn right on to Sir Francis Drake and follow for 1/2 mile. See * below.


* After cresting hill, you will reach the intersection of Sir Francis Drake and Shoreline Highway (Hwy 1). Turn left at this intersection. On your left you will see our store (Vita Collage) and our office. At the top of a small hill you will see the sign for the Olema Druids Hall (#9870) on your left. Turn into the driveway and immediately veer left into the parking lot. 


Check in time is between 3:00 and 5:30 p.m. 
If you will arrive later, call our office at (415) 663-8727 to make special arrangements.



